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poses a moratorium of five years on 
release of organized-crime informa- 
tion that an agency considers sen- 
sitive. *■ 

In testimony before English's 
' subcommittee, Baltimore Sun Pub- 
lisher Reg Murphy said he feared 
that the organized-crime provision 
would be carried to an extreme. 

"Abscam was considered an or- 
ganized-crime investigation by the 
FBrhesaid. 

Murphy said he was concerned 
that the Senate proposal would al- 
low the FBI to “simply stamp every- 
thing as an organized crime probe 
and claim it is all supressible under 
the bill.- - ‘ M ‘ 

In an attempt^ to keep members 
of crime families from determining 
if they are under investigation, the 
Senate proposal would allow law 
enforcement agencies to deny that 
any records on the subject exist, 
instead of saying those records are 
unavailable tecause of an ongoing 
investigation. ^ 

In defense of the Senate propos- 
al, Deputy Attorney General Carol 
£. Dinkins testified that Justice" 



wants to circumvent abuse of FOIA 
by criminals and terrorists by giving 
law enforcement agencies more 
discretion to withhold information ' 
that “could reasonably be expected 
to" interfere with enforcement pro- 
ceedings. (V * 

She said the FBI found that 15 
percent of its FOIA requests were i 
from prisoners. j- 

The Drug Enforcement Admin- f 
istration reported that 58 percent 
of its requests come from criminals ' 
in jail. ^ . ^ 

The Senate version also excludes 
foreign citizens from requesting 
information through FOIA. FBI Di- 
rector William H. Webster has cited 
examples of FOIA requests from 
terrorist groups and hostile foreign^^ 
intelligence agencies. , . 

English's staff members are still 
negotiating with Justice to deter- 
mine if they can compromise on-:, 
some of these issues. 

’ Public Citizen, the Ralph Nader 
consumer protection group, is more 
critical of the Senate bill's conces- 
• sion to business. 

One of the amendments sug- 
gested in that bill would allow com- 
panies to designate information ex- 
empt from disclosure and require . 
government agencies to notify the 
company if a request for that infor- • 
mation is received. The company 
would then be allowed 10 days to 
explain its objections to releasing 
that material. 

Con Hitchcock, a Public Citizen 
lawyer, refers to that provision as 
“a corporate official secrets act." 

Hitchcock fears that drug com- 
panies in particular would make 
frivolous claims of confidentiality, 

. especiaUy with the Food and Drug 
Administration, in order to keep 
trade secrets or conceal bad news. 

I If the Senate's rule had been in 
I place, Hitchcock said last week, “we 
wouldn't have found out about 
I Oraflex until several more deaths." 

Oraflex is an arthritis drug that was 
I pulled off the market in 1982 after 
<more than 100 deaths related to the 
orug were reported in Europe and 
, the United States. ^ •* 



